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weaker must Philip's interest be in France; because the
princes, who are to succeed by this renunciation, will have
most power and credit in the kingdom.

The mischiefs occasioned by the want of a good under-
standing between the allies, especially Britain and Holland,
were raised every day; the French taking the advantage,
and raising difficulties, not only upon the general plan of
peace, but likewise upon the explanation of several articles
in the projected treaty between them and Her Majesty:
They insisted to have Lille, as the equivalent for Dunkirk ;
and demanded Tournay, Maubeuge, and Conde, for the
two or three towns mentioned in the Queen's speech ;
which the British plenipotentiaries were so far from allow-
ing, that they refused to confer with those of France upon
that foot; although, at the same time, the former had fresh
apprehensions that the Dutch, in a fit of despair, would
accept whatever terms the enemy pleased to offer, and, by
precipitating their own peace, prevent Her Majesty from
obtaining any advantages, both for her allies and herself.

It is most certain, that the repeated losses suffered by
the States, in little more than two months after they had
withdrawn themselves from the Queen's assistance, did
wholly disconcert their counsels ;l and their prudence (as it
is usual) began to forsake them with their good fortune.
They were so weak as to be still deluded by their friends in
England, who continued to give them hopes of some mighty
and immediate resource from hence; for when the Duke of
Ormonde had been about a month in Ghent, he received a
letter from the Marechal de Villars, to inform him, that the
Dutch generals, taken at Denain, had told the marechal
publicly, of a sudden revolution expected in Britain; that
particularly the Earl of Albernarle and Mons. Hompesch
discoursed very freely of it, and that nothing was more
commonly talked of in Holland. It was then likewise
confidently reported in Ghent, that the Queen was dead;
and we all remember what rumour flew about here at the
very same time, as if Her Majesty's health were in a bad
condition.

Whether such vain   hopes as these gave spirit to the

1 The Dutch had been defeated at Douay, and the Allies had suffered
reverses by the reduction of Quesnoy and Bouchain. [T. S.]